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REMARKS 

This Amendment is being filed in response to the Final Office Action dated December 
2h 2006. For the following reasons, this application should be considered in condition for 
allowance and the case passed to issue. 

Claims 1-21 were rejected under 35 U.3.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Jones. This 
rejection is hereby traversed and reconsideration and withdrawal thereof are respectfully 
requested. The following is a comparison of the Jones reference with the amended claims. 

The present invention relates to a method for providing RAID storage as presently 
claimed in claim 1, for example, and comprises the steps of determining an enclosure, from 
among a plurality of enclosures, that is respectively associated with each of a plurality of storage 
devices. At least some of the enclosures contain more than cne of the storage devices. A fault 
tolerance analysis is performed on the storage devices that considers with which enclosure each 
storage device is respectively associated. The distribution order for the storage devices within a 
RAID system is selected based on the fault tolerance analysis to provide a maximum fault 
tolerance for the RAID system. 

The present invention as currently claimed in amended claim 1 in the remaining 
independent claims (5, 9, 16, 20 and 21), require a plurality of enclosures, some of the storage 
devices being in the different enclosures. Fault tolerance analysis considers the enclosures, and 
which storage devices are in which enclosure, in providing a maximum fault tolerance to the 
RAID system. This way, should a single enclosure, which may contain a plurality of storage 
devices, fail, then the fault tolerance analysis previously provided is used to accommodate such a 
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failure of the entire enclosure. The cited reference, Jones, fa . Is to disclose of suggest these 
features. 

In order to anticipate a rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102, a single prior art reference must 
identically disclose each and every element of the claimed invention. It is respectfully submitted 
that Jones fails to meet the high standard. 

Jones, U.S. Patent No. 5,479,653, relates to this as an apparatus and method which 
supports compound RAID configurations and spareless hot sparing. No mention is made as to 
enclosures, and the disk drives depicted in Figure 2 are not shown as being in separate 
enclosures. There is no consideration by Jones of associating respective storage devices in 
respective enclosures. In other words, Jones provides no indication that the disk drives depicted 
in Figure 2 and described in the application are in anything other than a single enclosure. 
Certainly no disclosure is made respective enclosures and, no association is made of a storage 
device to a particular one of a plurality of enclosures. 

Since Jones does not disclose or suggest a plurality of enclosures, that is respectively 
associated with each of a plurality of storage devices, with at least some of the enclosures 
containing more than one of the storage devices, Jones cannct be said to disclose the 
performance of a fault tolerance analysis on storage devices in the same manner as the claimed 
invention. In other words, Jones cannot perform a fault tolerance analysis in the storage devices 
that will consider with which one of the plurality of enclosures each storage device is 
respectively associated. Therefore, Jones also cannot select z. distribution order based on such a 
fault tolerance analysis to provide a maximum fault tolerance for the RAID system. The 
claimed selection of a distribution order is based on a fault tolerance analysis that considers each 
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one of the pluralities of enclosures with each storage device is respectively associated. 
Therefore, Jones cannot satisfy this limitation of claim 1. nor the other limitations as discussed 
above. 

Since Jones does not identically disclose each and ev<:ry element of the claimed 
invention, nor even contemplate the enclosures in which each of the storage devices are located, 
and are respectively associated, Jones cannot be said to antic, pate or make obvious the claimed 
invention within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §102 or 103. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of cl iim 1 and those claims dependent 
therefrom are therefore respectfully requested. 

Claims 5, 9, 16 ? 20 and 21 have been amended similarly to claim 1 so that these other 
independent claims and those'claims dependent therefrom should also be allowable over the art 
of record. 

In light of the amendments and remarks above, this application should be considered in 
condition for allowance and the case passed to issue. If there are any questions regarding this 
amendment or the application in general, a telephone call to the undersigned would be 
appreciated to expedite the prosecution of the application. 
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To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in conrection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 502624 and please credit any excess fees to 
such deposit account. 



4370 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 700 

San Diego, CA 92122 

Phone: 858.535.9001 JAH:tms 

Facsimile: 858.597.1585 

Date: March 21,2007 



Respectfully submitted, 

WILL & EMERY LLP 




. Hankim 
ation No. 32,029 



Please recognize our Customer No. 41552 
as our correspondence address. 



SDO60189-I.0627S1.0O79 
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